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COVID-19, Older Persons, and Human Rights

COVID-19 shines a blatant spotlight on the inequities and discrimination against our older
persons. System failures and rights violations are evident worldwide:

e AFRICA. On International Day of Older Persons 2020, WHO regional director stressed

the needs in addressing long term care systems, social protection schemes and data
gathering for policy intervention in sub-Saharan Africa where older person
population in the region is projected to reach 67 million by 2025.*

CANADA. 81% of COVID-19 deaths in Canada were in long-term care — nearly double
OECD average in June 2020. This percentage reduced to 73% as of Jan 2021.”

INDIA. Notwithstanding the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens
Act, 2007, abandonment of old age parents continues to rise; especially through the
pandemic. In December 2020, Government of India announced implementation of a
“Elder Line” to support abandoned older persons.?

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. Over 15 million (or roughly 1 in 3) older adults aged
65+ are economically insecure, with incomes below 200% of the Federal Poverty
Level at $25,760 per year for a single person in 2021.*

These are only a few examples. Globally, older persons, citizens, journalists, civil societies,
rights defenders, academia, and others also called out ageism, digital divide, barriers to
service and information, isolation, abuse, discrimination at work, and the list goes on.

Although governments are acting to right the wrongs, we have yet to address the root
causes - universally older persons are not recognized as rights holders and human rights
related to aging and the latter life course are not codified, protected, and fulfilled.

e The 100-year life was beyond imagination in 1948 when Universal Declaration of

Human Rights (UDHR) was adopted. Globally, age 60 and over population grew five
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folds since then. In 2020, 1.05 billion rights holders are in this population group. This
is 21% of the world population and expected to double by 2050.

e Existing international, regional, and national human rights instruments do not
provide sufficient coverage on aging issues and older persons. UDHR,
foundation for international rights instruments, did not prohibit “age” amongst its list
of discriminating distinctions.

® Ageism is rampant. During COVID, discriminatory care decisions, prejudiced
age-based social media comments, and cavalier attitude on the value of older lives
intensified.

® Ageisahuman identity. As we champion equality in gender, race, and disability, let
us not forget “age”. We codified rights of a child in a convention because of
vulnerability and potential at start of life. We codified rights in gender, race, and
disabilities because of intersectionality throughout life course. So how can we ignore
rights in older age — a time when physiological, social-economic circumstances may
require protection and the abundance of experiences has the continued potential to
grow and give to human race.

With this, we call on our Member States to support a convention on the rights of older

people and we urge drafting immediately. Failure to do so deny older persons to “age with
rights” today and deny the same for the rest of us tomorrow!

1. httgs /lwww.aa.com. tr/en/afrlca/afrlca who-urges- suggort for-elderly-amld pandemic/1991924

3. Abused, abandoned, neglected: A law protects senior citizens in India, but not many know of it | The News
Minute; Cases of senior citizens abandoned by kids on the rise- The New Indian Express;

4. Get the Facts on Economic Security for Seniors: Poverty Guidelines | ASPE (hhs.gov)
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